THE PRINTED BOOKS
It cannot be often enough repeated that no serious library buys old
books for their rarity or as curiosities, or for any other reason than
to preserve and make available such knowledge as they may have to
convey.
i. THE SLOANE LIBRARY
There is little that can be said about the library of Sir Hans Sloane,
which formed the groundwork and for half a century and more the
- bulk of the Department's collection. The books have been mixed
with the later acquisitions which formed the Old Library, i.e. up to
the middle of the nineteenth century, by the successive shelf-arrange-
ments. Sloane's MS. press-marks by which they can be identified have
only recently been traced.3 Nor is there a printed catalogue; but there
is an incomplete one in manuscript (Sloane MS. 3972 C). The num-
ber of volumes was at the time of the foundation stated at 50,000
volumes; there were really 40,000. There is no doubt that quantities
of so-called duplicates were sold from among them in the Sales up
to 1805.
Sloane collected, as might be guessed, medical and scientific, and
especially botanical literature, both practically and historically, and
was rich in the publications of continental academies. But he threw
his net wider, and was in fact omnivorous. So far as is known, the
Museum owes to Sloane few if any of its rarer monuments of litera-
ture or typography; but it does owe to him a very solid foundation-
stone of a great library of universal scope.
2. MAJOR EDWARDS'S LIBRARY
See below, p. 352, n.i I, for the Library bequeathed (with money)
before the Foundation by Major Arthur Edwards.
3. THE OLD ROYAL LIBRARY
The chief importance of the Old Royal Library presented by
George II to the Museum by Letters Patent of 6th August, 1757,
lies in its manuscripts; and accordingly some account of the history
177